CHAPTER      IV
SOVIET RUSSIA
BY far the most significant change affecting India,
which has taken place in foreign policy since the
World War, has been the new, peaceful situation in
Central Asia owing to Russia's fear of attack by
Japan and Germany, and her concentration on her
own internal development. This new alignment of
the Great Powers has removed for the time being
the old "Russian Menace," and there is no longer
any immediate need to hold an army in readiness
to resist an invasion from the North.
After the treaty had been made, in 1921, which
gave Afghanistan its independence, the anxiety at
first was great lest the Soviet Government should
use the opportunity to attack or invade India. When
the King Amanullah concluded an agreement at
Moscow m 1926, this anxiety was increased. But
as the years passed by and it became clear that
Soviet Russia was intent on other things, the anxiety
died away. Later on, after Germany came under the
rule of the Nazis, with their declared intention of
expanding on their eastern borders, and Japan
became more and more threatening in North-
Eastern Asia, the Indian political horizon cleared
still further. The Soviet Army, it was held, would
never dream of dissipating its energies by a fruitless
attack on India,